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of superstition and. enthusiasm, (if it is right to use
such language even in order to describe the thoughts
of others,) and as if analogous, to take another and
less serious subject, to some gross solecism, or inde-
corum, or wanton violation of social usages or feelings.
We should be very sure, if we resolve on rejecting the
Ecclesiastical Miracles, that our reasons are better
than that false zeal for our Master's honour, which
such philosophers express for the honour of the Crea-
tor, and which reminds us of the exclamation, " Be it
far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee!" as
* uttered by one who heard for the first time that doc-
trine which to the world is .foolishness.

8.

56. The question has hitherto been argued on the
admission, that a distinct line can be drawn in point of
character and circumstances between the Miracles of
Scripture and those of Churcji History; but this is
by no means the case. It is true, indeed, that the
Miracles of Scripture, viewed as a whole, recommend
themselves to our reason, and claim our veneration,
beyond all others, by a peculiar dignity and beauty ;
but still it is only as a whole that they make this
impression upon us. Some of them, on the contrary,
fall short of the attributes which attach to them in
general, nay, are inferior in these respects to certain
ecclesiastical miracles, and are received only on the